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(57) ABSTRACT

A cross-sectional area calculation section calculates a cross-
sectional area of a subject as physical quantity with respect to
a size of the subject, and an NEC calculation section calcu-
lates a noise equivalent count NEC as physical quantity for
evaluating an image. The C-NEC calculation section calcu-
lates a noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC as physical
quantity for evaluating an image as per size of the subject in
accordance with the cross-sectional area of the subject calcu-
lated in the cross-sectional area calculation section and the
noise equivalent count NEC calculated in the NEC calcula-
tion section. Accordingly, the noise equivalent count per unit
area C-NEC is calculated as noted above, whereby an index
may be determined that is independent of the cross-sectional
area of the subject in evaluating the image.

17 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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TOMOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT, IMAGING
SYSTEM PROVIDED THEREWITH, AND
IMAGING DATA ACQUISITION METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to tomographic equipment, an imag-
ing system provided therewith, and a method of acquiring
imaging data for performing coincidence of radiation gener-
ated from a subject with radiopharmaceutical administered
thereto to obtain a sectional image.

BACKGROUND ART

PET (Positron Emission Tomography) equipment recon-
structs sectional images of a subject only upon detection of
positron, i.e., two or more gamma rays generated in annihi-
lation of the positron and, detection of the gamma rays simul-
taneously with two or more detectors.

The PET equipment of this type doses a subject with a
radioactive drug, and thereafter determines accumulation of
the drug in a target tissue temporally. As a result, various body
functions may be determined quantitatively. Consequently,
animagethat the PET equipment obtains has functional infor-
mation.

Here, in techniques to simultaneously detect gamma rays,
i.e. to perform coincidence of gamma rays, a 3D-PET that
detects gamma rays three-dimensionally has been recently
used besides a 2D-PET that detects gamma rays two-dimen-
sionally. In such 3D-PET, each of the detectors is arranged
close to the subject at a large solid angle, which results in
enhanced detection efficiency of gamma rays and signifi-
cantly improved system sensitivity.

For performing coincidence of gamma rays, each of
gamma rays is inputted into a coincidence circuit to determine
on whether or not a time lag of the inputted gamma rays is
kept within a given time window. In an actual coincidence
circuit, gamma rays are typically considered “coincident”
that are detected in an extremely short time window of around
4 ns to 20 ns (ns=1077 ). Consequently, there arises a possi-
bility of performing coincidence of each one of gamma rays
generated at two different points. This is called “random,
coincidence count.” F1G. 12(a) is a schematic view exemplar-
ily showing a state of the random coincidence. On the other
hand, where coincidence is performed after one or both of a
pair of gamma rays causes Compton scattering within the
subject, the coincidence is called “scatter coincidence count.”
FIG. 12(b) is a schematic view exemplarily showing a state of
the scatter coincidence. A portion shown in the detector in
FIG. 12 by hatching illustrates a detector that performed
coincidence. Where coincidence of both a pair of gamma rays
is normally performed, the coincidence is called “true coin-
cidence count” (see, for example, Patent Literatures 1, 2).

In order to enhance image quality of the PET, it needs to
increase the number of true coincidence counts (T) to
enhance statistical accuracy, and also to suppress noise ampli-
fication in various corrections. As for an approach to enhance
statistical accuracy, a dosage of radiopharmaceutical may be
increased or a data acquisition time to perform coincidence
for data acquisition may be extended. However, even if the
true coincidence count (T) doubles by increasing dosage by
twice, the random coincidence count (R) will increase by 4
times, which results in increased noise amplification in cor-
rection of the random coincidence count. In addition, scat-
tered coincidence count (S) is to be included that varies
depending on a size of the subject and distribution of radio-
activity. Here, noise equivalent count (NEC: Noise Equiva-
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2

lent Count) is used as an index of simple evaluation of the
PET image quality from the counts T, S, and R (see, for
example, Non-Patent Literature 1.)

Where the random coincidence count is measured and
corrected, the noise equivalent count NEC is given by the
following equation (1) using a circuit that is a combination of
the coincidence circuit with a delay circuit (delayed coinci-
dence circuit). Moreover, where the random coincidence
count is estimated and corrected from a single counting rate,
the noise equivalent count NEC is given by the following
equation (2).

NEC=T2/(T4+S+2x/XR) 1)

@

Where, f'in the foregoing equations (1) and (2) is a ratio of
the subject to a gantry with a gamma-ray detector being
embedded therein. Specifically, the rate is a rate of the subject
to an aperture diameter of the gantry (i.e., an aperture diam-
eter of the gamma-ray detector.)

[Patent Literature 1]

Japanese Patent Publication No. 2000-28727 (page 3, FIG. 5)
[Patent Literature 2]

Japanese Patent Publication No. H07-113873 (page 1-7 and
9-11, FIGS. 2, 5,7, 8 and 13)

[Non-Patent Literature 3]

Keiichi Matsumoto and other 5 persons: “Comparison of
Noise Equivalent Count Rate and Image Quality of Two-
dimensional and Three-dimensional PET Scans”, Japanese
Journal of Radiological Technology, Vol. 62, No. 8, P1111-
1118 (2006.8)

NEC=T%/(T+S+/xR)

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

However, the noise equivalent count NEC has a problem
that a size of the subject fails to be under consideration. For
instance, in comparison of the PET images of the subjects in
large and small sizes having an equal noise equivalent count,
a condition arises that higher image quality may be obtained
for the subject in small size (for example, a standard deviation
in auniformregion is small.) That is because the noise equiva-
lent count NEC is distributed in a reconstruction area, and
thus a larger reconstruction area (i.e., the subject in larger
size) has a smaller noise equivalent count per unit area, and a
smaller reconstruction area (i.e., the subject in small size) has
a larger noise equivalent count per unit area. In other words,
there is a problem that an approach in conventional tech-
niques as Non-Patent Literature 1 that estimates image qual-
ity from the noise equivalent count is not established to sub-
jects having different sizes. Consequently, physical quantity
represented by the noise equivalent count that evaluates an
image does not act as an index of image quality evaluation
when the physical quantity with respect to a size of the subject
represented by an area differs to each other.

In addition, the noise equivalent count is subsequently
calculated from information on total numbers after imaging,
and thus is merely an index for examining a subsequent
imaging condition based on the calculated noise equivalent
count. Accordingly, it is necessary to determine an extent of
image quality to be secured during imaging.

This invention has been made regarding the state of the art
noted above, and its object is to provide tomographic equip-
ment that allows determination of an index independent of
physical quantity with respect to a size of a subject, an imag-
ing system provided therewith, and a method of acquiring
imaging data.
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Means for Solving the Problem

This invention is constituted as stated below to achieve the
above object. Tomographic equipment of this invention is
tomographic equipment that performs coincidence of radia-
tion generated from a subject with radiopharmaceutical
administered thereto to obtain a sectional image. The tomo-
graphic equipment includes a first physical quantity calcula-
tion device that calculates physical quantity with respect to a
size of the subject, a second physical quantity calculation
device that calculates physical quantity for evaluating an
image, and a third physical quantity calculation device that
calculates physical quantity for evaluating an image per size
of'the subject in accordance with the physical quantity calcu-
lated by the first physical quantity calculation device and the
physical quantity calculated by the second physical quantity
calculation device.

The tomographic equipment according to this invention
includes the first physical quantity calculation device, the
second physical quantity calculation device, and the third
physical quantity calculation device. The first physical quan-
tity calculation device calculates physical quantity with
respect to a size of the subject, and the second physical
quantity calculation device calculates physical quantity for
evaluating an image. The third physical quantity calculation
device calculates physical quantity for evaluating an image
per size of the subject in accordance with the physical quan-
tity calculated by the first physical quantity calculation device
and the physical quantity calculated by the second physical
quantity calculation device. The physical quantity with
respect to the size of the subject is calculated as noted above,
whereby an index may be determined that is independent of
the physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject.

The imaging system of this invention includes tomo-
graphic equipment that performs coincidence of radiation
generated from a subject with radiopharmaceutical adminis-
tered thereto to obtain a sectional image, and imaging equip-
ment that conducts predetermined imaging to the subject for
obtaining a given image. The imaging system includes a first
physical quantity calculation device that calculates physical
quantity with respect to a size of the subject, a second physical
quantity calculation device that calculates physical quantity
for evaluating an image, and a third physical quantity calcu-
lation device that calculates physical quantity for evaluating
an image per size of the subject in accordance with the physi-
cal quantity calculated by the first physical quantity calcula-
tion device and the physical quantity calculated by the second
physical quantity calculation device.

The imaging system according to this invention includes
the tomographic equipment and the imaging equipment.
Here, the tomographic equipment includes the first physical
quantity calculation device, the second physical quantity cal-
culation device, and the third physical quantity calculation
device, which is similar to the invention concerning the tomo-
graphic equipment. The first physical quantity calculation
device calculates physical quantity with respect to a size of
the subject, and the second physical quantity calculation
device calculates physical quantity for evaluating an image.
The third physical quantity calculation device calculates
physical quantity for evaluating an image per size of the
subject in accordance with the physical quantity calculated by
the first physical quantity calculation device and the physical
quantity calculated by the second physical quantity calcula-
tion device. Accordingly, the physical quantity with respectto
the size of the subject is calculated as noted above, whereby
an index may be determined that is independent of the physi-
cal quantity with respect to the size of the subject.
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As one embodiment of the foregoing tomographic equip-
ment and the imaging equipment provided therewith, the
tomographic equipment includes an external radiation source
that externally irradiates a subject with radiation of a same
form as radiopharmaceutical, and a first physical quantity
calculation device calculates physical quantity with respectto
a size of the subject in accordance with radiation that is
applied by the external radiation source and transmitted
through the subject. Data acquired based on radiation that is
applied from the external radiation source and transmitted
through the subject (for instance, transmission data) has form
information on the subject. Consequently, the first physical
quantity calculation device may simply calculate the physical
quantity with respect to the size of the subject in accordance
with the radiation.

As another embodiment of the foregoing tomographic
equipment and the imaging equipment provided therewith,
the first physical quantity calculation device calculates physi-
cal quantity with respect to the size of the subject in accor-
dance with form information on the subject that is obtained
from external equipment seen from the tomographic equip-
ment (corresponding to the external equipment in the inven-
tion concerning the tomographic equipment, the imaging
equipment in the invention concerning the imaging system.)
Since data obtained from the external equipment is form
information on the subject, the first physical quantity calcu-
lation device may simply calculate the physical quantity with
respect to the size of the subject in accordance with the form
information.

Here, data as a basis for calculating the physical quantity
with respect to the size of the subject by the first, physical
quantity calculation device is not limited to the form infor-
mation of the subject. Even when data is functional informa-
tion on the subject (for instance, emission data), it is possible
to calculate the physical quantity with respect to the size of
the subject since a distribution of radioactivity in the subject
that spreads with the radiopharmaceutical may show a con-
tour of the subject.

Moreover, the foregoing external equipment seen from the
tomographic equipment (corresponding to the external equip-
ment in the invention concerning the tomographic equipment,
the imaging equipment in the invention concerning the imag-
ing system) is X-ray CT equipment. Calculation is to be
performed as follows in accordance with form information on
the subject when the first physical quantity calculation device
calculates the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject. Specifically, the X-ray CT equipment obtains a CT
image, and thus the CT image has form information. The first
physical quantity calculation device calculates the physical
quantity with respect to the size of the subject in accordance
with the CT image.

The external equipment seen from the tomographic equip-
ment (corresponding to the external equipment in the inven-
tion concerning the tomographic equipment, the imaging
equipment in the invention concerning the imaging system) is
not limited to an X-ray CT apparatus. Moreover, form infor-
mation is not limited to a CT image. Equipment is applicable
that obtains a given image by conducting predetermined
imaging to the subject and data having form information. For
instance, an image obtained by nuclear magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI: Magnetic Resonance Imaging) equipment
has form information. Consequently, the first physical quan-
tity calculation device may calculate the physical quantity
with respect to the size of the subject in accordance with the
form information obtained from the MRI equipment.

In the foregoing tomographic equipment and the imaging
system provided therewith, an example of the physical quan-
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tity with respect to the size of the subject calculated by the
first physical quantity calculation device is a cross-sectional
area of the subject. The cross section is an effective index with
respect to the size of the subject. Another example of the
physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject cal-
culated by the first physical quantity calculation device is a
volume of the subject. The volume is also an effective index
with respect to the size of the subject. It should be noted that
the “size of the subject” herein includes an area (extent) or
volume.

Furthermore, the physical quantity with respect to the size
of the subject calculated by the first physical quantity calcu-
lation device is not limited to the cross-sectional area or
volume of the subject. It may be an attenuation ratio of the
subject. The attenuation ratio of the subject is obtained by
counting radiation that is applied from the external radiation
source in a state where no subject exists and counting radia-
tion that is applied from the external radiation source through
the subject in a state where a subject exists to determine a
counting rate thereof. Here, the attenuation ratio of the sub-
ject is also an effective index with respect to the size of the
subject.

Another embodiment of the foregoing tomographic equip-
ment and the imaging system provided therewith includes a
counting device that counts radiation generated from a sub-
ject with radiopharmaceutical administered thereto. Physical
quantity for evaluating an image that is calculated by the
second physical quantity calculation device is a noise equiva-
lent count in accordance with radiation counted by the count-
ing device. The third physical quantity calculation device
calculates a noise equivalent count per size of the subject. The
noise equivalent count is useful as an index for simply evalu-
ating image quality as noted in the section “BACKGROUND
ART.” For taking into consideration of the physical quantity
with respect to the size of the subject for the noise equivalent
count, a noise equivalent count per size of the subject is
calculated and determined, whereby the noise equivalent
count may be determined that is independent of the physical
quantity with respect to the size of the subject.

In the foregoing tomographic equipment and the imaging
system provided therewith, an imaging condition setting
device may be provided that sets an imaging condition in
accordance with physical quantity for evaluating an image
per size of the subject calculated by the third physical quantity
calculation device. The physical quantity for evaluating the
image per size of the subject calculated by the third physical
quantity calculation device is independent of the physical
quantity with respect to the size of the subject, and is an index
for examining a subsequent imaging condition. Accordingly,
it is possible to determine an extent of image quality to be
secured in the subsequent imaging.

Moreover, the method of acquiring imaging data according
this invention is a method of acquiring imaging data by per-
forming coincidence of radiation generated from a subject
with radiopharmaceutical administered thereto, and includes
a first physical quantity calculating step to calculate physical
quantity with respect to a size of the subject, a second physical
quantity calculating step to calculate physical quantity for
evaluating an image, and a third physical quantity calculating
step to evaluate physical quantity for evaluating an image per
size of the subject based on the physical quantity calculated in
the first physical quantity calculating step and the physical
quantity calculated in the second physical quantity calculat-
ing step.

According to the method of acquiring the imaging data of
this invention, the physical quantity with respect to the size of
the subject is calculated in the first physical quantity calcu-
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lating step, and the physical quantity for evaluating the image
is calculated in the second physical quantity calculating step.
In the third physical quantity calculating step, the physical
quantity for evaluating the image per size of the subject is
calculated based on the physical quantity calculated in the
first physical quantity calculating step and the physical quan-
tity calculated in the second physical quantity calculating
step. Accordingly, the physical quantity for evaluating the
image per size of the subject is calculated as noted above,
whereby an index may be determined that is independent of
physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject in
evaluating the image.

In the foregoing method of acquiring imaging data, an
imaging condition setting step may be included to set an
imaging condition in accordance with the physical quantity
for evaluating an image per size of the subject calculated in
the third physical quantity calculation step. The physical
quantity for evaluating the image per size of the subject cal-
culated in the third physical quantity calculation step is inde-
pendent of the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject, and is an index for examining a subsequent imaging
condition. Accordingly, itis possible to determine an extent of
image quality to be secured in the subsequent imaging.

Moreover, where the imaging condition setting step to set
an imaging condition is included, it is preferable to conduct
imaging under the imaging condition set in the imaging con-
dition setting step, and thereafter to repeat the first physical
quantity calculation step, the second physical quantity calcu-
lation step, and the third physical quantity calculation step in
accordance with the imaging data acquired in the imaging.
Such repeat allows determination of an extent of image qual-
ity to be secured in the subsequent imaging with the repeat.
Furthermore, it is more preferable that an extent of image
quality to be secured in the imaging may be determined
through the repeat during a series of imaging.

Effect of the Invention

With the tomographic equipment according to this inven-
tion, the imaging system provided therewith, and the method
of'acquiring imaging data, the physical quantity with respect
to a size of the subject is calculated, and the physical quantity
for evaluating an image is calculated. The physical quantity
for evaluating an image per size of the subject is calculated
based on the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject and the physical quantity for evaluating an image. The
physical quantity for evaluating the image per size of the
subject is calculated as noted above, whereby an index may be
determined that is independent of the physical quantity with
respect to the size of the subject in evaluating the image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.11s a side view and a block diagram of PET (Positron
Emission Tomography) equipment according to Embodiment
1.

FIG. 2 shows a layout of a gamma-ray detector in the PET
equipment.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a physical quantity calculation
section and its peripheral sections.

FIG. 41is aflow chart of a series of imaging data acquisition.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view of sinogram of transmission
data.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a circuit (a delayed coinci-
dence circuit) as a combination of a coincidence circuit and a
delay circuit.

FIG. 7 is a schematic view of a cross section.
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FIG. 8 is a schematic view of the cross section in consid-
eration of a soft tissue.

FIG. 9 is a diagram exemplarily showing imaging time and
anoise equivalent count per unit area at the time of static data
acquisition.

FIG. 10 is a side view and a block diagram of an imaging
system according to Embodiment 2 having PET equipment
and X-ray CT equipment.

FIG. 11 is a timing chart used with explanation of conduct-
ing imaging in synchronization with cardiac muscle contrac-
tion.

FIG. 12(a)is a schematic view exemplarily showing a state
of a random coincidence.

FIG. 12(b) is a schematic view exemplarily showing a state
of a scatter coincidence.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCES

4 ... point radiation source

10 . . . coincidence circuit

165 . . . NEC calculation section

16¢ . . . Cross-sectional area calculation section
16d . . . C-NEC calculation section

17 . . . imaging condition setting section

S ... cross-section
M. .. subject

Embodiment 1

Embodiment 1 of this invention will be described in detail
hereinafter with reference to the drawings. FIG. 1 is a side
view and a block diagram of PET (Positron Emission Tomog-
raphy) equipment according to Embodiment 1. FIG. 2 shows
a layout of a gamma-ray detector in the PET equipment.

As shown in FIG. 1, the PET equipment of Embodiment 1
includes a top board 1 that supports a subject M. The top
board 1 moves upward and downward, and moves horizon-
tally along a body axis Z of the subject M. With this configu-
ration, the subject M supported on the top board 1 is passed
through an opening 2a of a gantry 2, mentioned later, and
scanned from the head to the abdomen and legs, in turn, to
acquire diagnosis data such as projection data or a sectional
image of the subject M.

Besides the top board 1, the PET equipment of Embodi-
ment 1 includes the gantry 2 with the opening 2¢ and a
gamma-ray detector 3 formed of two or more scintillator
blocks (not shown) and two or more photomultipliers (not
shown) that are arranged adjacent to one another. As shown in
FIG. 2, the gamma-ray detector 3 is arranged in a ring shape
so as to surround the body axis Z of the subject M, and
embedded in the gantry 2. The photomultipliers are coupled
to the scintillator blocks. Specific examples of arrangement of
the scintillator blocks include an arrangement that two scin-
tillator blocks are located in a direction parallel to the body
axis Z of the subject M and many scintillator blocks are
located about the body axis Z of the subject M. The gamma-
ray detector 3 acquires emission data mentioned later.

In addition, a point radiation source 4 and a gamma-ray
detector 5 that acquires attenuation correction data (also
called “transmission data”), mentioned later, are included.
The gamma-ray detector 5 for attenuation correction data is
formed of scintillator blocks 5a (see FIG. 2) and photomul-
tipliers 56 (see FIG. 2), which is similar to the gamma-ray
detector 3 for acquiring emission data. The point radiation
source 4 is a radiation source that irradiates radiation of a
same form as radiopharmaceutical administered to the sub-
jectM, i.e., radioisotope (RI) (gamma rays in Embodiment 1),

15

20

25

30

40

45

8

and is arranged outside the subject M. The point source 4 is
embedded in the gantry 2. The point radiation source 4 rotates
about the body axis Z of the subject M. The point radiation
source 4 corresponds to the external radiation source in this
invention.

The gamma-ray detector 5 of Embodiment 1 including
Embodiment 2 mentioned later is formed such that two or
more scintillator blocks 5a and two or more photomultipliers
5b are arranged along the body axis Z of the subject M as
shown in FIG. 2, which is similar to the gamma-ray detector
3. Specifically, the gamma-ray detector 5 is formed as a stack
of cylindrical detectors in which a row of detectors that are
composed of many gamma-ray detectors 3 in a ring shape is
arranged in a stack manner also in the direction of the body-
axis Z. Here in Embodiment 1, six rows are to be adopted.

Besides, the PET equipment of Embodiment 1 includes a
top board drive 6, a controller 7, an input section 8, an output
section 9, a coincidence circuit 10, a projection data deriva-
tion section 11, a PET reconstruction section 12, an attenua-
tion correction data derivation section 13, an attenuation cor-
rection data processing section 14, a physical quantity
calculation section 16, an imaging condition setting section
17, and a memory 18. The top board drive 6 is a mechanism
that drives the top board 1 so as to move in such manner as
mentioned above. The top board drive 6 is formed of a motor,
not shown, and the like.

The controller 7 controls each section en block that con-
stitutes the PET equipment according to Embodiment 1. The
controller 7 is formed of a central processing unit (CPU) and
the like.

The input section 8 transmits data or commands that an
operator inputs to the controller 7. The input section 8 is
formed of a pointing device represented by such as a mouse,
keyboard, joystick, trackball, and touch panel. The output
section 9 is formed of a display screen represented by a
monitor, and a printer.

The memory 18 is formed of a storage medium represented
by suchas a ROM (Read-only Memory), and RAM (Random-
Access Memory.) In Embodiment 1, diagnosis data processed
in the projection data derivation section 11 or PET recon-
struction section 12, attenuation correction data determined
in the attenuation correction data derivation section 13,
attenuation correction data processed in the attenuation cor-
rection data processing section 14, a sectional image to which
attenuation correction is performed in the PET reconstruction
section 12 based on the attenuation correction data, and vari-
ous physical quantity, mentioned later, that is determined by
the physical quantity calculation device 16 are written and
stored in a RAM, and are read out from the RAM as required.
Programs for various types of nuclear medicine diagnoses are
stored in advance in the ROM. The controller 7 executes a
program to perform each nuclear medicine diagnosis in
accordance with the program.

The projection data derivation section 11, PET reconstruc-
tion section 12, attenuation correction data derivation section
13, attenuation correction data processing section 14, physi-
cal quantity calculation device 16, and imaging condition
setting section 17 may be realized by execution with the
controller 7 of a program stored in the ROM as a storage
medium represented by the foregoing memory 18 or a com-
mand inputted by the pointing device representing the input
section 8.

A scintillator block of the gamma-ray detector 3 converts
gamma rays generated from the subject M with the radiop-
harmaceutical administered thereto into light. A photo mul-
tiplier of the gamma-ray detector 3 performs opt-electric
conversion of the converted light to output it into an electric
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signal. The electric signal is transmitted into the coincidence
circuit 10 as image information (pixel). The coincidence cir-
cuit 10 corresponds to the count device of this invention.

Particularly, upon administration of the radiopharmaceuti-
cal to the subject M, a positron of positron emission type RI
annihilates to generate two gamma rays. The coincidence
circuit 10 confirms the position of the scintillator block and
incidence timing of gamma rays. Only when gamma rays
enter simultaneously into the two scintillator blocks arranged
across the subject M in an opposed position to each other,
image information transmitted is interpreted to be appropriate
data. When gamma rays enter into only one scintillator block,
the coincidence circuit 10 handles the gamma rays not as
gamma rays generated through annihilation of positron but,
as a noise. Image information transmitted is then also inter-
preted to be a noise, and is rejected.

In fact, although such processes are performed in the coin-
cidence circuit 10, noises cannot be removed completely and
noise component remains such as a random or scattered coin-
cidence. The noises are sent with a true coincidence count into
the project data derivation section 11 and (the NEC calcula-
tion section 165 of) the physical quantity calculation section
16. The projection data derivation section 11 determines
image information transmitted from the coincidence circuit
10 as projection data. The PET reconstruction section 12
reconstructs the projection data for obtaining a sectional
image. The projection data determined in the projection data
derivation portion 11 or the sectional image reconstructed in
the PET reconstruction section 12 is also called “emission
data.”

Here, the point radiation source 4 irradiates the subject M
with gamma rays while rotating around the body axis Z of the
subject M. The scintillator block 5a of the gamma-ray detec-
tor 5 for attenuation correction data converts the applied
gamma ray into light. The photomultiplier 55 of the gamma-
ray detector 5 performs opt-electric conversion of the con-
verted light to output it into an electric signal. The electric
signal is transmitted as image information (pixel) to the
attenuation correction data derivation section 13.

Attenuation correction data is determined based on image
information transmitted to the attenuation correction data
derivation section 13. The attenuation correction data deriva-
tion section 13 converts CT projection data, i.e., distribution
data of X-ray attenuation coefficient, into the distribution data
on a gamma ray attenuation coefficient using calculation that
shows a relation between an attenuation coefficient of gamma
rays or X-rays and energy thereof. Then, the distribution data
on a gamma ray attenuation coefficient is determined as
attenuation correction data. The derived attenuation correc-
tion data is transmitted to the attenuation correction data
processing section 14. The attenuation correction data pro-
cessing section 14 performs reconstruction. Here, attenuation
correction data determined in the attenuation correction data
derivation section 13 and attenuation correction data recon-
structed in the attenuation correction data processing section
14 are also called “transmission data.”

The processed attenuation correction data is transmitted to
the PET reconstruction section 12 and (a ratio calculation
section 16a and a cross-sectional area calculation section 16¢
of) the physical quantity calculation section 16. The PET
reconstruction section 12 obtains a sectional image taking
into consideration of attenuation of gamma rays inside the
body of the subject M in accordance with the attenuation
correction data, thereby performing attenuation correction to
the sectional image. The sectional image with attenuation
correction performed thereto is transmitted to the output sec-
tion 9 via the controller 7.
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Next, detailed configuration of the physical quantity cal-
culation section 16 will be described with reference to FIG. 3.
FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the physical quantity calculation
section and its peripheral sections. The physical quantity
calculation section 16 includes a ratio calculation section 164,
an NEC calculation section 165, a cross-sectional area calcu-
lation section 16¢, and a C-NEC calculation section 16d. The
ratio calculation section 164 calculates a ratio f of the subject
M to the gantry 2 based on the attenuation correction data
reconstructed in the attenuation correction data processing
section 14. The NEC calculation section 165 calculates a
noise equivalent count in accordance with data of gamma rays
(image information) of which coincidence is performed in the
coincidence circuit 10 and that contains random or scattered
coincidence. The cross-sectional area calculating section 16¢
calculates a cross-sectional area of the subject M based on
attenuation correction data reconstructed in the attenuation
correction data processing section 14. The C-NEC calcula-
tion section 164 divides a noise equivalent count NEC calcu-
lated in the NEC calculation section 165 by the cross-sec-
tional area of the subject M calculated in the cross-sectional
area calculation section 16c¢, whereby a noise equivalent
count per unit area (C-NEC: Cross Section NEC) is calcu-
lated. The NEC calculation section 165 corresponds to the
second physical quantity calculation device in this invention.
The cross-sectional area calculation section 16¢ corresponds
to the first physical quantity calculation device in this inven-
tion. The C-NEC calculation section 16d corresponds to the
third physical quantity calculation device in this invention.
The cross-sectional area of the subject M corresponds to the
physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject in this
invention. The noise equivalent count NEC corresponds to the
physical quantity for evaluating the image in this invention.
The noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC corresponds
to the physical quantity for evaluating the image per size of
the subject in this invention.

Subsequently, description will be given to detailed pro-
cesses of a series of imaging data acquisition with reference to
FIGS. 410 8. FIG. 4 is a flow chart of a series of imaging data
acquisition. FIG. 5 is a schematic view of sinogram of trans-
mission data. FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a circuit (delayed
coincidence circuit) as a combination of a coincidence circuit
and a delay circuit. FIG. 7 is a schematic view of a cross
section. FIG. 8 is a schematic view of the cross section in
consideration of a soft tissue. FIG. 9 is a diagram exemplarily
showing imaging time and a noise equivalent count per unit
area at the time of static data acquisition.

Here, explanation will be made in a flow chart of FIG. 4,
supposing that (1) the gamma-ray detector 5 detects gamma
rays that are applied from the point radiation source 4 through
the subject M while the subject M is scanned from the legs,
abdomen and head to acquire transmission data, and the
gamma-ray detector 3 detects gamma rays generated from the
subject M with radiopharmaceutical administered thereto to
acquire emission data (such data acquisition in (1) is called
“whole-body acquisition™), or (2) the gamma-ray detector 5
detects gamma ray applied to a given region from the point
radiation source 4 and transmitted through the subject M to
acquire transmission data, and thereafter the gamma-ray
detector 3 detects gamma rays generated from the subject M
with radiopharmaceutical administered thereto on the same
region to acquire emission data (such data acquisition in (2) is
called “static data acquisition”.) In addition, as shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2, the gamma-ray detector 3 for emission is
arranged closer to the legs than the gamma-ray detector 5 for
transmission (for attenuation correction data.) Consequently,
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in the whole-body acquisition, transmission data on the same
region is previously acquired, and subsequently emission
data is acquired.

(STEP 1) Transmission Data Acquisition

The gamma-ray detector 5 for transmission acquires trans-
mission data. Specifically, the scintillator block Sa converts
into light gamma rays applied from the point radiation source
4 through the subject M. The photomultiplier 56 performs
opt-electric conversion of the converted light to output it into
an electric signal. Consequently, the gamma-ray detector 5
detects gamma rays. The electric signal is transmitted to the
attenuation correction data derivation section 13 as image
information (pixel).

(STEP S2) Emission Data Acquisition

The gamma-ray detector 3 for emission acquires emission
data on the same region where transmission data acquisition
was performed in STEP S1. Specifically, the scintillator block
converts into light gamma rays generated from the subject M
with radiopharmaceutical administered thereto. The photo-
multiplier performs opt-electric conversion of the converted
light to output it into an electric signal. Consequently, the
gamma-ray detector 3 detects gamma rays. The electric signal
is transmitted to the coincidence circuit 10 as image informa-
tion (pixel). Only when gamma rays containing random and
scatter coincidence counts enter simultaneously into the two
scintillator blocks arranged across the subject M in an
opposed position to each other, the coincidence circuit 10
interprets that image information transmitted is appropriate
data. The image information is sent into the projection data
derivation section 11. Moreover, the total of the image infor-
mation in every second is derived as counting rate informa-
tion (the number of image information per unit time), and is
transmitted to the NEC calculation section 165 in the physical
quantity calculation section 16.

(STEP S12) Transmission Sinogram Calculation

In parallel with STEP S2, the attenuation correction data
derivation section 13 determines attenuation correction data
based on the image information transmitted in STEP S1.
Specifically, as shown in FIG. 5, let a longitudinal axis be a
gamma-ray applying direction 6. Sinogram is to be created
having a horizontal axis as a surface direction perpendicular
to the body axis Z of the subject M. The derived attenuation
correction data (herein the sinogram) is transmitted into the
attenuation correction data processing section 14. A portion
corresponding to the subject M is illustrated by C,,in FIG. 5.
Moreover, a portion corresponding to the gantry 2 is illus-
trated by C in FIG. 5.

(STEP S13) Transmission Reconstruction

The attenuation correction data processing section 14 per-
forms reconstruction to the attenuation correction data
(herein the sinogram) transmitted in STEP S12. Among trans-
mission data such as the sinogram processed as mentioned
above or the reconstructed attenuation correction data, the
sinogram determined in the attenuation correction data deri-
vation section 13 is transmitted into the ratio calculation
section 164 in the physical quantity calculation section 16.
The attenuation correction data to which the attenuation cor-
rection data processing section 14 performs reconstruction is
sent into the PET reconstruction section 12 and the cross-
sectional area calculation section 16¢ in the physical quantity
calculation section 16.

(STEP S3) NEC Calculation

The projection data derivation section 11 determines the
image information transmitted in STEP S2 as projection data.
The projection data and the attenuation correction data
derived in attenuation correction data processing section 14 in
STEP S13 are transmitted into the PET reconstruction section
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12. The PET reconstruction section 12 determines a sectional
image in consideration of attenuation of gamma rays inside
the body of the subject M. Nuclear medicine diagnosis is to be
conducted based on the sectional image to which attenuation
correction is performed. On the other hand, the NEC calcu-
lation section 165 calculates a noise equivalent count NEC
using true coincidence count (T), random coincidence count
(R), and scattered coincidence count (S) of which the coinci-
dence circuit 10 performs coincidence based on the image
information transmitted in STEP S2. The noise equivalent
count NEC may be calculated using the foregoing equation
(1) or (2). Here in Embodiment 1, the noise equivalent count
NEC is to be calculated using the following equation (3).

NEC=(T4SY?/(T+S+2x/XR) 3)

The actual coincidence circuit 10 derives all of the coinci-
dence counts (T+S+R) and delayed coincidence count (R).
Consequently, it is difficult to distinguish between the true
coincidence count (T) and scattered coincidence count (S).
Assumption that (all the numbers of coincidence counts)-
(delayed coincidence count)=(T+S) and is substituted into the
foregoing equation (3). The delayed coincidence count is
directly substituted into the random coincidence count (R).
As shown in FIG. 6, the delay circuit 10' is combined with the
coincidence circuit 10. As a result, time delay occurs to
gamma rays originally out of a time window with the delay
circuit 10'. The inputted time difference of gamma rays stays
within the time window with the delay circuit 10'. Conse-
quently, the delay coincidence count is determined as a com-
ponent of which coincidence is performed in the coincident
circuit 10. The gamma ray of which coincidence was per-
formed in the coincidence circuit 10 by the delay circuit 10' is
distinguishable as random coincidence (R) since the gamma
ray is a noise out of the time window if no delay circuit 10" is
present.

Here, f in the foregoing equation (3) is a ratio f of the
subject M to the gantry 2. The ratio f may be calculated based
on sinogram determined with the attenuation correction data
derivation section 13 in STEP S12. It is possible to determine
the ratio f from areas of C; and C, ,in FIG. 5. The ratio f may
also be determined from the attenuation correction data
reconstructed in the attenuation correction data processing
section 14 in STEP S13. The ratio f determined in such
manner is sent into the NEC calculation section 165 to be
substituted into the foregoing equation (3). The true coinci-
dence count (T), random coincidence count (R), and scattered
coincidence count (S) of which coincidence was performed in
the coincidence circuit 10 are substituted into the foregoing
equation (3). Consequently, the noise equivalent count NEC
is to be calculated. The calculated noise equivalent count
NEC is sent into the C-NEC calculation section 16d. The
STEP S3 corresponds to the second physical quantity calcu-
lation step in this invention.

Here, the noise equivalent count NEC indicates true coin-
cidence count (T) that apparently corresponds to the noise of
an image obtained when no random coincidence count (R) or
scattered coincidence count (S) is present. The noise equiva-
lent count NEC is not limited in the foregoing equation (1),
equation (2), or equation (3). Moreover, a counted value to be
counted (count value) depends on a dose of radiation, and a
size of the subject M is not considered. Now, a noise equiva-
lent count per unit area C-NEC is to be calculated as in STEP
S4 mentioned later.

(STEP S14) Cross-Sectional Area Calculation

The cross-sectional area calculating section 16¢ calculates
a cross-sectional area of the subject M based on the attenua-
tion correction data reconstructed in the attenuation correc-
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tion data processing section 14 in STEP S13. As shown in
FIG. 7, a cross-sectional area S of the subject M having a
surface perpendicular to the body axis Z of the subject M as a
cross-section is to be calculated from the reconstructed
attenuation correction data (attenuation coefficient map.) The
calculated cross-sectional area S is sent into the C-NEC cal-
culation section 164. When the cross-sectional area S is cal-
culated, a soft tissue may be considered as shown in FIG. 8.
For instance, in the case of a lung, there exists gas (e.g., air)
other than the soft tissue, and an attenuation of gamma rays is
low. Accordingly, only the cross-sectional area S' of the soft
tissue in the lung may be considered. Weighting may be
performed to the cross-sectional area S in accordance with
attenuation. Reduced weighting may be performed to a por-
tion with lower attenuation to multiply the cross-sectional
area of the portion by the reduced weighting. Enhanced
weighting may be performed to a portion with higher attenu-
ation to multiply the cross-sectional area of the portion by the
enhanced weighting. The STEP S14 corresponds to the first
physical quantity calculation step in this invention.

(STEP S4) C-NEC Calculation

The noise equivalent count NEC calculated in the NEC
calculation section 165 in STEP S3 is divided by the cross-
sectional area S calculated in the cross-sectional area calcu-
lation section 16¢ in STEP S14, as the following equation (4).
The C-NEC calculation section 164 calculates noise equiva-
lent count C-NEC per unit area.

C-NEC = NEC/Cross Section 4)

={(T +5)? /(T + 5 + 2% f xR)}/Cross Section

Where, “Cross Section” in the foregoing equation (4) is a
value of cross-sectional area S. The STEP S4 corresponds to
the third physical quantity calculation step in this invention.

(STEP S5) Imaging Condition Setting

The noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC calculated
in the C-NEC calculation section 164 in STEP S4 is sent into
the imaging condition setting section 17 via the controller 7
(see FIG. 3.) The imaging condition setting section 17 sets an
imaging condition based on the sent noise equivalent count
per unit area C-NEC. In Embodiment 1, the imaging condi-
tion setting section 17 controls the top board drive 6 (see FIG.
1) for controlling traveling speed of the top board 1 or down-
time of the top board 1. Therefore, the traveling speed or
downtime of the top board 1 in Embodiment 1 corresponds to
the imaging condition in this invention. Moreover, the imag-
ing condition setting section 17 corresponds to the imaging
condition setting device in this invention.

In both of the whole-body acquisition (1) and the static data
acquisition (2) mentioned above, the noise equivalent count
per unit area C-NEC that has no effect on image quality is set
in advance as a threshold value. In the whole-body acquisi-
tion, where the noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC
calculated in STEP S5 is higher than the threshold value set in
advance, the traveling speed of the top board 1 is accelerated
such that the data acquisition time may be reduced. Where the
noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC calculated in
STEP S5 is lower than the threshold value set in advance, the
traveling speed of top board 1 is slowed down such that the
data acquisition time may extend. In the static data acquisi-
tion, as shown in FIG. 9, as the downtime of the top board 1
(that is, imaging time (data acquisition time) in the case of the
static data acquisition) becomes longer, counted gamma rays
(herein image information) increase due to accumulation
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over time. Accordingly, the noise equivalent count C-NEC
per unit area also increases. Imaging is to be completed when
the noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC that increases
over time is higher than the threshold value set in advance.
The STEP S5 corresponds to the imaging condition setting
step in this invention.

(STEP S6) Complete Imaging?

In the whole-body acquisition, it is determined whether or
not to reach a scanning region. Where the scanning region is
not reached, imaging is not considered completed, thereby
returning to STEP 1 to repeat STEPs S1 to S6. Where the
scanning region is reached, imaging is considered completed,
and a series of processes is to be completed (FIG. 4 is a flow
chart in the whole-body acquisition.) In the static data acqui-
sition, it is determined whether or not to reach the downtime
(imaging time) of the top board 1 that is set based on the noise
equivalent count per unit area C-NEC in STEP S5. Then, a
process is on standby at STEP S6 until the time is reached to
execute looping. Where the time is reached, imaging is con-
sidered completed, and a series of processes is to be com-
pleted.

According to the PET equipment concerning Embodiment
1 with the foregoing configuration, the PET equipment
includes the cross-sectional area calculation section 16¢, the
NEC calculation section 165, and the C-NEC calculation
section 16d. The cross-sectional area calculation section 16¢
calculates a cross-sectional area of the subject M as physical
quantity with respect to a size of the subject M, and the NEC
calculation section 165 calculates a noise equivalent count
NEC as physical quantity for evaluating an image. The
C-NEC calculation section 16d calculates a noise equivalent
count per unit area C-NEC as physical quantity for evaluating
an image per size of the subject M in accordance with the
cross-sectional area of the subject M calculated in the cross-
sectional area calculation section 16¢ and the noise equivalent
count NEC calculated in the NEC calculation section 16b.
Accordingly, the noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC
is calculated as noted above, whereby an index may be deter-
mined that is independent of the cross-sectional area of the
subject M in evaluating the image.

In Embodiment 1, the PET equipment includes the point
radiation source 4 that externally irradiates the subject M with
radiation of a same form as radiopharmaceutical. The cross-
sectional area calculation section 16¢ calculates physical
quantity with respect to a size of the subject M (a cross-
sectional area in Embodiment 1) based on gamma rays that
are applied from the point radiation source 4 and transmitted
through the subject. Data (transmission data in Embodiment
1) acquired based on gamma rays that are applied from the
point radiation source 4 as the external radiation source and
transmitted through the subject has form information on the
subject M. Consequently, the cross-sectional area calculation
section 16¢ may simply calculate the physical quantity with
respect to the size of the subject M (cross-sectional area in
Embodiment 1) in accordance with the gamma rays.

Moreover, in Embodiment 1, the cross-sectional area ofthe
subject M is described as an example of physical quantity
with respect to the size of the subject M that is calculated in
the first physical quantity calculation device in this invention
(the cross-sectional area calculation section 16¢ in Embodi-
ment 1.) The cross section is an effective index with respect to
the size of the subject M.

Moreover, in Embodiment 1, the coincidence circuit count
circuit 10 is provided that counts gamma rays generated from
the subject with radiopharmaceutical administered thereto.
The physical quantity for evaluating an image that is calcu-
lated in the second physical quantity calculation device in this
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invention (the NEC calculation section 165 in Embodiment 1)
corresponds to the noise equivalent count NEC based on
gamma rays that is counted in the coincidence circuit 10. The
third physical quantity calculation device in this invention
(the C-NEC calculation section 164 in Embodiment 1) cal-
culates the noise equivalent count per size of the subject M
(per unit area in Embodiment 1) C-NEC. The noise equivalent
count NEC is useful as an index for simply evaluating image
quality as noted in the section “BACKGROUND ART.” For
taking into consideration of the physical quantity with respect
to the size of the subject M (cross-sectional area in Embodi-
ment 1) for the noise equivalent count, a noise equivalent
count per size of the subject M (per unit area in Embodiment
1) C-NEC is calculated and determined, whereby the noise
equivalent count C-NEC may be determined that is indepen-
dent of the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject M (cross-sectional area).

Moreover, in Embodiment 1, the imaging condition setting
section 17 is provided that sets an imaging condition based on
the noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC calculated by
the C-NEC calculated section 16d4. The noise equivalent
count per unit area C-NEC calculated by the C-NEC calcu-
lation section 164 is independent of the cross-sectional area
of'the subject M, and is an index for examining a subsequent
imaging condition. Accordingly, it is possible to determine an
extent of image quality to be secured in the subsequent imag-
ing.

Moreover, especially in the whole-body acquisition in
Embodiment 1, imaging is conducted under an imaging con-
dition set in STEP S5. Thereafter, STEPs S1 to S6 including
STEPs S3, S14, and S4 are to be repeated based on imaging
data acquired through the imaging. Such repeat allows deter-
mination of an extent of image quality to be secured in the
subsequent imaging with the repeat. Furthermore, an extent
of' image quality to be secured in the imaging may be deter-
mined through the repeat during a series of imaging. Here in
static data acquisition, STEPs S1 to S6 may be repeated.
Repeating in the static data acquisition allows updating of
downtime (imaging time) of the top board to the latest one.
Accordingly, an extent of image quality to be secured during
imaging may be determined.

Embodiment 2

Next, Embodiment 2 of this invention will be described in
detail hereinafter with reference to the drawings. FIG. 10 is a
side view and a block diagram of an imaging system accord-
ing to Embodiment 2 having PET equipment and X-ray CT
equipment. The X-ray CT equipment corresponds to the
imaging equipment in this invention.

In the foregoing Embodiment 1, the PET equipment 4
includes the point radiation source 4. The point radiation
source 4 irradiates the subject M with gamma rays of a same
form as radiopharmaceutical. The gamma-ray detector 5
detects the gamma rays. Consequently, attenuation correction
data is determined as form information based on the radiation.
Here in Embodiment 2, CT projection data is to be used as the
attenuation correction data. The attenuation correction data
corresponds to the CT image in this invention.

The X-ray CT equipment includes a gantry 31 with an
opening 31a, an X-ray tube 32, and an X-ray detector 33. The
X-ray tube 32 and X-ray detector 33 are arranged across the
subject M in an opposed position to each other, and are
embedded in the gantry 31. Many detecting elements consti-
tuting the X-ray detector 33 are disposed about the body axis
Z of the subject M in a fan shape.
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In addition, the X-ray CT equipment includes a gantry
drive 34, a high voltage generating section 35, a collimator
drive 36, and a CT reconstruction section 37. The CT recon-
struction section 37 may be realized by execution with the
controller 7 of a program stored in the ROM as a storage
medium represented by the memory 18 mentioned above ora
command that is inputted by the input section 8. Here, the CT
projection data mentioned later, and the CT sectional images
processed by the CT reconstruction section 37 are written and
stored in a RAM of the memory 18 as in the foregoing
Embodiment 1 and are read out from the RAM as required.
The CT projection data and the CT sectional images for CT
correspond to the CT image in this invention.

The gantry drive 34 is a mechanism for rotating the X-ray
tube 32 and the X-ray tube detector 33 about the body axis Z
of the subject M within the gantry 21 while maintaining a
relationship facing to each other. The gantry drive 34 is
formed of a motor etc., not shown.

A high voltage generating section 35 generates a tube
voltage and a tube current in the X-ray tube 32. The collimator
drive 36 sets an X-ray irradiation visual field, and moves the
collimator (not shown) adjacent to the X-ray tube 32 in a
horizontal direction. The collimator drive 36 is formed of a
motor etc., not shown.

Inthe case ofan indirect conversion type X-ray detector 33,
a scintillator (not shown) in the X-ray detector 33 converts an
X-rays applied from the X-ray tube 32 and transmitted
through the subject M into a light, and a photosensitive film
(not shown) performs opt-electric conversion of the con-
verted light to output it into an electric signal. In the case of a
direct conversion type X-ray detector 33, a radiation sensitive
film (not shown) directly converts an X-ray into an electric
signal for output. The electric signal is then sent into the CT
reconstruction section 37 as image information (pixel.) The
image information sent into the CT reconstruction section 37
is then transmitted as CT projection data.

The CT projection data has form information as in the
attenuation correction data in Embodiment 1. Here in
Embodiment 2, the CT projection data is sent into the attenu-
ation correction data derivation section 13 for use as attenu-
ation correction data, and simultaneously sent into the CT
reconstruction section 37. The image information (CT pro-
jection data) sent into the CT reconstruction section 37 is
reconstructed to obtain a CT sectional image. The CT sec-
tional image is sent to the output section 9 via the controller 7.
Each function of the processing section at a subsequent stage
of the PET equipment containing the attenuation correction
data derivation section 13 (the attenuation correction section
14 and the physical quantity calculation section 16) are the
same as those in Embodiment 1. Thus, descriptions thereof
will be omitted. The PET sectional image that the reconstruc-
tion section 12 reconstructs and performs attenuation correc-
tion thereto and the CT sectional image that the CT recon-
struction section 37 reconstructs may be outputted in a
superimposed condition with the output section 9.

Accordingly, in Embodiment 2, the CT projection data
detected and obtained by the X-ray detector 33 in the X-ray
CT equipment is sent into the CT reconstruction section 37
and the attenuation correction data derivation section 13 for
use the CT projection data as the attenuation correction data.

Similar to Embodiment 1, with an imaging system in the
PET-CT equipment according to Embodiment 2 having the
foregoing construction, the cross-sectional area of the subject
M is calculated as physical quantity with respect to the size of
the subject M. The noise equivalent count NEC is calculated
as physical quantity for evaluating an image. The noise
equivalent count per unit area C-NEC is calculated as physi-
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cal quantity for evaluating an image per size of the subject M
in accordance with the cross-sectional area of the subject M
and the noise equivalent count NEC. Accordingly, the noise
equivalent count per unit area C-NEC is calculated as noted
above, whereby an index may be determined that is indepen-
dent of the cross-sectional area of the subject M in evaluating
the image.

In Embodiment 2, the first physical quantity calculation
device in this invention (the cross-sectional area calculation
section 16¢ in Embodiment 2) calculates physical quantity
with respect to the size of the subject M (the cross-sectional
area of the subject M in Embodiment 2) based on form infor-
mation on the subject M (CT projection data used as the
attenuation correction data in Embodiment 2) acquired with
the imaging equipment in this invention (the X-ray CT equip-
ment in Embodiment 2.) Since data acquired from the imag-
ing equipment (X-ray CT equipment in Embodiment 2) is
form information on the subject M, the first physical quantity
calculation device (the cross-sectional area calculation sec-
tion 16¢ in Embodiment 2) may simply calculate the physical
quantity with respect to the size of the subject (cross-sectional
area in Embodiment 2) in accordance with the form informa-
tion.

Here in Embodiment 2, calculation is to be performed as
follows when the imaging equipment in this invention is
X-ray CT equipment, and when the first physical quantity
calculation device in this invention (the cross-sectional area
calculation section 16¢ in Embodiment 2) calculates the
physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject M
(cross-sectional area in Embodiment 2) in accordance with
the form information on the subject M (CT image, i.e. CT
projection data used as the attenuation correction data in
Embodiment 2.) Specifically, the X-ray CT equipment
obtains a CT image, and thus the CT image has form infor-
mation. The first physical quantity calculation device (cross-
sectional area calculation section 16¢ in Embodiment 2) cal-
culates the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject M (cross-sectional area in Embodiment 2) in accor-
dance with the CT image.

Here in Embodiment 2, the PET equipment and the X-ray
CT equipment are integrated into one imaging system. The
X-ray CT equipment may be formed as an external equipment
of'the PET equipment and the form information of the subject
M (CT projection data used as the attenuation correction data
in Embodiment 2) acquired from the X-ray CT equipment
may be transferred to the PET equipment. In this case, the
X-ray CT equipment is external equipment seen from the PET
equipment. Consequently, the X-ray CT equipment corre-
sponds to the external equipment in this invention.

This invention is not limited to the foregoing embodiments,
but may be modified as follows.

(1) In each of the foregoing embodiments, description has
been given to the PET equipment as one example. This inven-
tion is not limited to the PET equipment and applicable to
tomographic equipment for performing coincidence of radia-
tion generated from a subject with radiopharmaceutical
administered thereto to obtain a sectional image.

(2) Each of the foregoing embodiments includes static type
equipment in which the gamma-ray detector 5 for transmis-
sion detects gamma rays under a static condition. The equip-
ment may be a rotating type in which the gamma-ray detector
5 detects gamma rays while rotating about the subject M.

(3) Inthe foregoing Embodiment 2, the imaging equipment
in this invention is X-ray CT equipment. The first physical
quantity calculation device in this invention (the cross-sec-
tional area calculation section 16¢ in Embodiment 2) calcu-
lates the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
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subject M (cross-sectional area in Embodiment 2) in accor-
dance with the form information on the subject M (CT image,
i.e. CT projection data used as the attenuation correction data
in Embodiment 2.) The imaging equipment is not limited to
the X-ray CT equipment as in Embodiment 2. Moreover, the
form information is not limited to the CT image. The equip-
ment is applicable that obtains a given image through prede-
termined imaging to the subject M and data acquired with the
equipment has form information. For instance, an image
obtained by nuclear magnetic resonance imaging (MRI:
Magnetic Resonance Imaging) equipment has form informa-
tion. Consequently, the first physical quantity calculation
device (cross-sectional area calculation section 16¢ in
Embodiment 2) may calculate the physical quantity with
respect to the size of the subject (cross-sectional area in
Embodiment 2) in accordance with the form information
obtained from the MRI equipment.

(4) In each of the foregoing embodiments, data as a basis
for calculating the physical quantity with respect to the size of
the subject M (cross-sectional area in each embodiment) with
the first physical quantity calculation device (cross-sectional
area calculation section 16¢ in each embodiment) is form
information on the subject M (transmission data in Embodi-
ment 1, and CT image, i.e., CT projection data used as the
attenuation correction data in Embodiment 2.) Such data is
not limited to the form information on the subject M as in each
embodiment. Even when data is functional information on the
subject M (for instance, emission data), it is possible to cal-
culate the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject since a distribution of radioactivity in the subject that
spreads with the radiopharmaceutical may show a contour of
the subject.

(5) In each of the foregoing embodiments, the cross-sec-
tional area of the subject M is described as an example of
physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject M that
is calculated in the first physical quantity calculation device in
this invention (the cross-sectional area calculation section
16¢ in each embodiment.) Such physical quantity is not lim-
ited to the cross-sectional area as in each embodiment. The
“size of the subject” herein includes an area (extent) or vol-
ume as mentioned above. Thus, the volume may be adopted as
the size of the subject M. Consequently, the physical quantity
for evaluating the image calculated by the second physical
quantity calculation section (the NEC calculation section 165
in each embodiment) is divided by the volume, whereby the
noise equivalent count per unit volume may be determined.

Here, let the length of the subject M in the body axis Z
direction be L. The noise equivalent count NEC is divided by
L to obtain the noise equivalent count normalized by L (i.e.,
noise equivalent count per unit length.) This may be used as
an index. Assuming that the noise equivalent count normal-
ized by L. be NEC'. The NEC' is given by the following
equation (5).

NEC'=NEC/L )

Here, the NEC obtained from the foregoing equation (1) or
(2) may be substituted for the right-hand side of the foregoing
equation (5) for determining the noise equivalent count NEC'
normalized by L. The NEC obtained from the foregoing equa-
tion (3) may be substituted for the right-hand side of the
foregoing equation (5) for determining the noise equivalent
count NEC' normalized by L. Where the NEC obtained from
the foregoing equation (3) is substituted for the right-hand
side of the foregoing equation (5), the noise equivalent count
NEC' normalized by L is given by the following equation (6).

NEC'=(T+S/(T+S+2xfxR)x1/L (6)
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The noise equivalent count NEC' normalized by L with the
foregoing equation (6) is divided by the cross-section area S
for determining a noise equivalent count per unit area nor-
malized by L. Assuming that the noise equivalent count per
unit area normalized by L. be C-NEC'. The noise equivalent
count per unit area C-NEC' normalized by L is given by the
following equation (7).

C-NEC' = NEC' /Cross Section (7

= NEC/(Cross Sectionx L)
=(T+S?/(T+S+2xfxR)x

1/(Cross Sectionx L)

Where, the “Cross Section” in the foregoing equation (7) is
a value of cross-sectional area S as mentioned above. Thus,
Cross SectionxL, is a value of multiplication of the cross-
sectional area S by the length L, i.e., a volume. For determin-
ing the noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC' normal-
ized by L, the noise equivalent count NEC' is divided by the
volume (Cross-sectionxlL) to obtain the noise equivalent
count per unit volume. The volume is also an effective index
with respect to the size of the subject M.

(6) In each of the foregoing embodiments, the cross-sec-
tional area of the subject M is described as an example of
physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject M that
is calculated in the first physical quantity calculation device in
this invention (cross-sectional area calculation section 16¢ in
each embodiment.) Such physical quantity is not limited to
the cross-sectional area as in each embodiment or the volume
as in modification (5). It may be an attenuation ratio of the
subject. The attenuation ratio of the subject is obtained by
counting radiation that is applied from the external radiation
source in a state where no subject exists and counting radia-
tion that is applied from the external radiation source (the
point radiation source 4 in Embodiment 1) through the sub-
ject in a state where a subject exists to determine a counting
rate thereof. Here, the attenuation ratio of the subject is also
an effective index with respect to the size of the subject.

(7) In each of the foregoing embodiments, the noise
equivalent count NEC is described as an example of physical
quantity for evaluating an image that is calculated in the
second physical quantity calculation device in this invention
(NEC calculation section 165 in each embodiment.) In addi-
tion, the noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC is
described as an example of physical quantity for evaluating an
image per size of the subject M that is calculated in the third
physical quantity calculation device in this invention (the
C-NEC calculation section 164 in each embodiment.) Such
physical quantity is not limited to the noise equivalent count
as in each embodiment. It is not particularly limited as long as
it is the physical quantity for evaluating an image. For
instance, the ratio (R/(T+S+R)) of the random coincidence
count (R) to the total coincidence counts including the true
coincidence count (T), the random coincidence count (R),
and the scattered coincidence count (S) may be physical
quantity for evaluating an image noise. Thus, R/(T+S+R) per
size of the subject may be determined as the physical quantity
for evaluating an image.

(8) In each of the foregoing embodiments, the traveling
speed and downtime of the top board 1 are described as an
example of an imaging condition. The imaging condition is
not limited to them. Conducting imaging in synchronization
with cardiac muscle contraction is to be described with ref-
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erence to FIG. 11. As shown in FIG. 11, let a cycle of cardiac
muscles be T, a number by which time division is performed
on the cycle T be a gate number N, and a frame number
corresponding to each cycle be F. Accordingly, imaging time
(data acquisition time) is given by time per unit gatexthe gate
number Nxthe frame number F. Here, description is made to
the noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC in Embodi-
ment 1 as one example. Where the noise equivalent count per
unit area C-NEC is higher, the frame number decreases such
that the total acquisition time may be reduced, or the gate
number increases such that time per unit gate may bereduced.
Where the noise equivalent count per unit area C-NEC is
lower, the frame number increases such that the total acqui-
sition time may extend, or the gate number decreases such
that time per unit gate may extend. In this case, the data
acquisition time, the gate number, or the frame number cor-
responds to the imaging condition in this invention.

(9) In each of the foregoing embodiments, the imaging
condition setting device (the imaging condition setting sec-
tion 17 in each embodiment) is provided that sets an imaging
condition based on the physical quantity (the noise equivalent
count C-NEC per unit area in each embodiment) for evaluat-
ing an image per size of the subject M that is calculated in the
third physical quantity calculation device in this invention
(the C-NEC calculation section 16d in each embodiment.)
The imaging condition is automatically set. The imaging
condition setting device is not necessarily provided. For
instance, the physical quantity represented by the noise
equivalent count C-NEC for evaluating the image may be
graphically outputted and displayed on the output section
represented by the monitor etc., whereby an operator manu-
ally sets the imaging condition based on the displayed physi-
cal quantity.

The invention claimed is:

1. Tomographic equipment for performing coincidence of
radiation generated from a subject with radiopharmaceutical
administered thereto to obtain a sectional image, comprising:

a counting device that counts radiation generated from the

subject with radiopharmaceutical administered thereto;

a first physical quantity calculation device that calculates

physical quantity with respect to a size of the subject;

a second physical quantity calculation device that calcu-

lates a noise equivalent count or an image noise in accor-
dance with radiation counted by the counting device;
and

a third physical quantity calculation device that calculates

anoise equivalent count or an image noise per size ofthe
subject by dividing the noise equivalent count calculated
by the second physical quantity calculation device or the
image noise calculated by the second physical quantity
calculation device by the physical quantity calculated by
the first physical quantity calculation device.

2. The tomographic equipment according to claim 1,
wherein the tomographic equipment comprises an external
radiation source that externally irradiates the subject with
radiation of a same form as radiopharmaceutical, and the first
physical quantity calculation device calculates the physical
quantity with respect to a size of the subject in accordance
with radiation that is applied by the external radiation source
and transmitted through the subject.

3. The tomographic equipment according to claim 1,
wherein the first physical quantity calculation device calcu-
lates the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject in accordance with the form information acquired by
an external equipment.

4. The tomographic equipment according to claim 3,
wherein the form information is a CT image obtained with art
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X-ray CT equipment as the external equipment, and the first
physical quantity calculation device calculates the physical
quantity with respect to the size of the subject in accordance
with the CT image.

5. The tomographic equipment according to claim 1,
wherein the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject calculated by the first physical quantity calculation
device is a cross-sectional area of the subject.

6. The tomographic equipment according to claim 1,
wherein the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject calculated by the first physical quantity calculation
device is a volume of the subject.

7. The tomographic equipment according to claim 1,
wherein the tomographic equipment comprises an imaging
condition setting device that sets an imaging condition in
accordance with the noise equivalent count or the image noise
per size of the subject calculated by the third physical quantity
calculation device.

8. An imaging system with tomographic equipment that
performs coincidence of radiation generated from a subject
with radiopharmaceutical administered thereto to obtain a
sectional image, and imaging equipment that conducts pre-
determined imaging to the subject for obtaining a given
image, comprising:

a counting device that counts radiation generated from the

subject with radiopharmaceutical administered thereto;

a first physical quantity calculation device that calculates

physical quantity with respect to a size of the subject;

a second physical quantity calculation device that calcu-

lates a noise equivalent count or an image noise in accor-
dance with radiation counted by the counting device;
and

a third physical quantity calculation device that calculates

anoise equivalent count or an image noise per size of the
subject by dividing the noise equivalent count calculated
by the second physical quantity calculation device or the
image noise calculated by the second physical quantity
calculation device by the physical quantity calculated by
the first physical quantity calculation device.

9. The imaging system according to claim 8, wherein the
tomographic equipment comprises an external radiation
source that externally irradiates the subject with radiation of
a same form as radiopharmaceutical, and a first physical
quantity calculation device calculates the physical quantity
with respect to a size of the subject in accordance with radia-
tion that is applied by the external radiation source and trans-
mitted through the subject.

10. The imaging system according, to claim 8, wherein the
imaging equipment acquires form information on the subject,
and the first physical quantity calculation device calculates
the physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject in
accordance with the form information.
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11. The imaging system according to claim 10, wherein the
imaging equipment is an X-ray CT equipment, the form infor-
mation is the CT image obtained with the X-ray CT equip-
ment, and the first physical quantity calculation device cal-
culates the physical quantity with respect to the size of the
subject in accordance with the CT image.

12. The imaging system according to claim 8, wherein the
physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject cal-
culated by the first physical quantity calculation device is a
cross-sectional area of the subject.

13. The imaging system according to claim 8, wherein the
physical quantity with respect to the size of the subject cal-
culated by the first physical quantity calculation device is a
volume of the subject.

14. The imaging system according to claim 8, wherein the
tomographic equipment comprises an imaging condition set-
ting device that sets an imaging condition in accordance with
the noise equivalent count or the image noise per size of the
subject calculated by the third physical quantity calculation
device.

15. A method of acquiring imaging data by performing
coincidence of radiation generated from a subject with
radiopharmaceutical administered thereto, comprising:

a first physical quantity calculating step to calculate physi-
cal quantity with respect to a size of the subject with a
first physical quantity calculation device,

a second physical quantity calculating step to calculate a
noise equivalent count or an image noise in accordance
with radiation, which is counted with a counting device
that counts radiation generated from the subject with
radiopharmaceutical administered thereto, with a sec-
ond physical quantity calculation device, and

a third physical quantity calculating step to calculate a
noise equivalent count or an image noise per size of the
subject by dividing the noise equivalent count calculated
by the second physical quantity calculation device or the
image noise calculated by the second physical quantity
calculation device by the physical quantity calculated in
the first physical quantity calculating step with a third
physical quantity calculation device.

16. The method of acquiring imaging data according to
claim 15, comprising an imaging condition setting step to set
an imaging condition in accordance with the noise equivalent
count or the image noise per size of the subject calculated in
the third physical quantity calculation step.

17. The method of acquiring imaging data according to
claim 16, wherein imaging is conducted under the imaging
condition set in the imaging condition setting step, and there-
after the first physical quantity calculation step, the second
physical quantity calculation step, and the third physical
quantity calculation step are repeated in accordance with the
imaging data acquired in the imaging.
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